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1, Elvira Fortumsto, Minister of Science, Technology and Higher Education, sm writing to express my support for the
Applied, Connected, Entrepreneusial snd Engaged ~ European University Alliance (ACE?_EUT), a dynsmic initiative
ievolvme leaders from universthes across eizht Evropean countries. This tramsnationsl allunce of professiona] hishes
educanion imsnnmons, spearhesded by the Polveechnsc Instinme of Santarém (IPSanmarém - Insuruto Polidcmco de
Sammrém), has submirted 2 proposal under the call for proposals lsanched in the framew cek of the European Universicies
- Davalopeaent of Deep Instinstional Transnational Cooparation (Call ERASMUS-EDU-2024-EUR-UKTV-1).

The goals and miszion of ACE? E1J alips seambesshy with IFSantasgm's goals snd with the pressing needs of contemporary
hugher education, emphasirine human, digital, resexch education, and irmovaton synerpses. Throuzh the active
participarion of stadents, researchers, teachers, and exrernal smkeholders, ACE®_E1S aims 1o co-create sustainable sobations
for real-world challenges.

ACE*_EL's missicn is wo offer diverse oppormunines in educstion, research, immevation, and services o socieqy taough
collsbomtive partnerships with exsernal stakebolders in the world of work. Mot ooty the Allissce is dedscated fo fosterimg
a more inchesive and connected Ensopean higher education system. bat aluo to co-create a model imcobving challenpe-based
learneng inmovative research and shared povermance, ensurine the actve imolvenent of all stakebalders. As a University,
ACE?®_EU places 2 high priority os promoting aa inclsive, equitable, and dignified sociery by providisg equal, sccessible,

Addicioeally, & is powwordy that the Mindsoy of Sciesce, Techoology, sed Higher Educston through the Portaguess
Fousdation for Science and Technology (FCT) actively supports allismces such as ACE?_EN, throngh doctoral scholarchips
snd other forms of support. There is pow the posibility to polytechnic imasicobons sward docroral desmees, thereby
enhancing e siznificance of s spplicaton sad with e fisancial suppen from FCT, it fanber underse ores the valoe snd
izpact of the ACE’_EU mitiative. This endomement sffirnss the Allismce’s rode in sdvancing higher educstion snd research,
demosstrating the copmitment to success of ACE? ETV and its comtributices o as mclosihve and isoovstive Ewopean
sOCieTy.

Thask vou for vous dedication to makine 3 difference in the fanze of herher adhacation T ansicipate the success and irgpact
of the ACE®_EU Alliance, mot only in Santarée but throughbout Europe.
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